Effects of antitussive drugs under normal and pathological conditions.
The antitussive effect codeine and 1-propoxyphene have been studied in non-anaesthetized healthy cats and cats with respiratory tract inflammation elicited by undiluted croton oil. The drugs were administered intraperitoneally in doses of 10 and 20 mg/kg body weight. The antitussive effect was studied on the 4th day, after inflammation had set in. Cough induced in nonanaesthetized cats by mechanical irritation of the laryngopharyngeal and tracheobronchial areas was evaluated by changes of the lateral tracheal pressure. Experimentally induced inflammatory changes of the respiratory tract due to the antitussive activity of 1-porpoxyphene were significantly reduced, but that of codeine had not changed at all.